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Michael Bell
ABC Adult School alumnus Michael Bell is finding career success since
completing classes in the Adult School’s Graphic/Web Design and Movie
Animation/Special Effects Programs. Adult School teacher, Nabby
Elsoudani, checked in with Bell to see how he has been doing since entering
the industry and he offered this report:

“I worked as a motion graphics designer and as a storyboard artist for Red
Tail Media in Culver City on a truTV show called "You Can Do Better"
from Feb 13 to March 3. Then I worked for Live Nation in Beverly Hills
from March 13 to June 9. I designed motion graphics and edited videos for
them which were posted on their Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages.
On June 30 and July 1, I worked for BDA in Carson, re-painting thousands
of bobble-heads shipped from China which hadn't passed QC. The bobbleheads were eventually handed out to fans at a MLB game on July 4. I have
also worked weekends as a graphic designer for Volume Brands
International in Vernon throughout the year (including July). I resumed
working for Live Nation again on August 21.”
Bell completed several of the high quality classes offered at ABC Adult
School including: Illustrator I and II, After Effects I and II, Premiere Pro I
and II, the Business Branding Class and the Digital Portfolio class.
Michael Bell’s hard work in his classes has set him up for success as a Motion Graphics Designer and makes him one of ABC Adult School’s Shining
Stars!
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Pedro Choch
You know those days when you just
feel too sick or too tired to get out of
bed? Well, Shining Star Pedro Choch
doesn’t let those days get him down!
Pedro has had perfect attendance in
his ESL class at ABC Adult School all
this year! Pedro attends the Multilevel
ESL class with teacher Maribel Fonseca which is held at the Fedde Community Center in Hawaiian Gardens. The
class meets every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30 am 11:30 am and Pedro has been there for
every class meeting since he first enrolled in October. Pedro is originally
from Merida, Yucatan, Mexico.
He grew up and attended University there, but he now lives in Hawaiian Gardens. Currently, Pedro works as a cake decorator and dishwasher at Katella
Deli in Los Alamitos. He also works as a Networker at AMWAY. Pedro was
happy to find classes at ABC Adult School that fit with his busy schedule and
could help him meet his goals of learning English and improving his computer
skills. Pedro says that having a good attitude and being responsible are the
secrets to achieving a perfect attendance record like his. Thanks for being
such a great example to us all, Pedro!
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JIM SNEED, MEREDITH COX,
WANDA REYNOLDS
Wanda Reynolds and Meredith
Cox, pictured with teacher Todd
Tabon, each lost over 5 pounds in
the first quarter Weight Loss Challenge. The prize for those who
meet the 5 pound goal is a t-shirt
featuring the slogan: “I met my
weight loss challenge at ABC Adult
School Fitness Class” and the inspiring quote: “Do Anything But
Nothing!” Way to go Losers!

Adult School Fitness program student,
Jim Sneed, is not just a Shining Star,
he is a loser--”The Biggest Loser,” that
is! Jim earned this honor by losing the
most weight in the Weight Loss Challenge sponsored by ABC Adult School’s
Fitness classes and instructors. Jim
attributes his winning weight loss of
11 pounds to attending water aerobics
classes through ABC and following a
4 week diet program given to him by
instructor, Todd Tabon.
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Daniel Flores
Perseverance has been defined as the drive that
helps you get past the hard stuff to get to what
you want. ABC Adult School Academics student
Daniel Flores is a shining example of perseverance. Daniel grew up in Norwalk and attended
John Glenn High School and El Camino High
School. He found it hard to stay focused in class
and eventually fell behind. When he turned 18 in
2012, he came to ABC Adult School to complete
the credits for his high school diploma. He finished Civics right away, but then he got a job
working as a machinist. He continued gaining experience as a machine operator, working his way
up in a meat packing company and a roofing
supply company. Of course, with a busy work
schedule and a long commute, it was hard to find
the time to come to school. In spite of these hurdles, Daniel returned to ABC Adult School in
2017 with a renewed focus on his goal. Through hard work and consistent attendance, Daniel completed three English classes in a little over a year and is now finishing his final 7.5 credits in Math. Daniel is a great student who enjoys learning, asks
great questions, and has kept a B average in all his classes. He recently got a new
job close to home, working Friday - Sunday, 12-hour shifts. He is excited about this
new job because it allows him to spend the time he needs at school to complete his
final credits and earn his diploma. The new job also provides tuition matching for its
employees. Daniel plans to take advantage of this benefit to continue his learning,
perhaps becoming certified in CNC (Computer Numerical Control) Machining. All of
his teachers are sure that Daniel’s perseverance and great attitude will take him to
graduation and beyond, and that he will find success wherever he goes!
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Ricardo Franco
Congratulations to Shining Star Ricardo Franco who recently earned his diploma in Graphic Media Design at
ABC Adult School. Ricardo was born
in Monterey Park, California and then
moved with his family to Jalisco, Mexico. He returned to California for 1st
grade and has been here ever
since. Ricardo began working in Real
Estate after high school but soon realized that his interest, talent, and passion were leading him to explore a
more creative path. One year ago,
Ricardo started at ABC Adult School
with just two classes. It wasn't long
before he decided to "step up the
pace" and apply 100% of his time to
fulfilling his dream. Ricardo recently completed all of the coursework
for the Graphic Media Design career pathway and earned his diploma. These days, Ricardo is still in class with proud teacher Nabby Elsoudani, putting the final touches on his digital portfolio website. To
add to his list of talents and accomplishments, he plans to take photography classes at ABC Adult School in the future. The next step
though is for Ricardo to find an apprenticeship in his new field. A
hardcore Dodger fan, Ricardo would love to eventually find a job as a
Graphic Media Designer in the Sports industry. With all his hard work
and passion going for him, there is no doubt that Ricardo will succeed!
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James Hannum
ABC Adult School student James Hannum has
been shining in the IT field for a long
time. James lives in Cerritos and attended
Cerritos High School. For several years,
James worked for a small business handling
many different responsibilities including tech
support. After being laid off from that job,
James qualified for assistance from SELACO,
an agency which supports displaced workers
by funding their job training and education.
Since he already had a background in IT, the
IT Technician Career Pathway here at ABC
Adult School was a natural fit for him. During
the two years he has been at Adult School,
James has completed all of the courses in the
IT Technician Career Pathway. James has
even taken his training to the next level by
earning the industry certifications for A+ and
Network +.
He says his next goal is to earn the Server + industry certification. Because of his hard work
and desire to keep on learning, ABC Adult School instructor Bob Takhar chose James to be
his teaching assistant and James has been serving in that role for over a year. In addition,
with all this experience and certified training, James now works for two different managed
service provider companies: Trustetech and CBP PC Specialists. James appreciates ABC
Adult School for many reasons: the convenience of being able to take certification tests in the
Assessment Center; the caring, quality staff; and of course, the chance to learn alongside
other motivated students like himself. ABC Adult School appreciates James Hannum as our
latest Shining Star!
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Nina Surasmith &
Elizabeth Hernandez
ABC Adult School’s Cosmetology students shone brightly at the
“Super 60’s Supersunday” Competition hosted by Supercuts. A representative from Supercuts attended the October 25th Open House at
Cabrillo Lane to evaluate students as they completed a haircut and
60’s hairstyle in a timed challenge. Based on that challenge, student
Nina Surasmith was chosen to represent the Adult School’s Cerritos Beauty Academy at the Supercuts event. Over one hundred cosmetology schools competed at Supersunday, which was held on November 12th at the Newport Beach Marriott Hotel. Surasmith and her
model, student Elizabeth Hernandez, won 2nd place in the competition
and took home a cash prize as well as hair tools. To make an appointment with Nina, Elizabeth or any of the talented students from ABC
Adult School’s award winning cosmetology program, please call 562809-9011 ext 25362.
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CHARLOTTE HIGA

Eight ladies from ABC Adult School’s Fitness Program competed in
the 2017 Long Beach Aloha 5K Run earlier this month. All of the ladies are students in Todd Tabon’s Morning Workout class, which
meets from 7:35 - 8:35 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at the Cerritos Senior Center. Student Charlotte Higa also ran
the San Diego Aloha 5K and won first place for her age division in
BOTH races! Tabon says that although he has only been teaching
this class for a few years, the students have surpassed anything he
could have hoped for in terms of staying active and living a healthy
lifestyle. For information about the Fitness Program at ABC Adult
School, visit www.abcadultschool.edu.
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Shunying Ho
You might say that ABC Adult School
Fitness student Shunying Ho has found
the “fountain of youth” in the Cerritos
Park East Pool. Ninety-year-old Shunying has been attending the Aqua Cardio Fitness class on Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings for over twenty
years! Ever since she retired, Shunying’s daughter Agnes Yu has been
attending the class as well. Mother and
daughter credit the class for reducing
Shunying’s asthma and helping to keep
her weak knees, flexible. Their doctor
agrees, saying that the exercise is good
for both of them and encouraging them
to keep it up.
In addition to the health and fitness benefits, the class provides a great opportunity for socialization. Originally from Taiwan, Shunying came to the U.S. in 1979, but she still isn’t
always confident speaking English. Making friends with other Taiwanese speaking students in the class has been an extra benefit. Classmate and friend Stacey Chiou even
helps Shunying in the locker room while Agnes brings the car around after class. Shunying has already outlasted one teacher, but she is also a big fan of the current teacher,
Todd Tabon. She especially appreciates how he tailors the pace of the class to accommodate the many older adults who take part. Shunying loves her class and her teacher
so much, she used this photo of her and Todd for her holiday card this year! Way to keep
on shining Shunying!
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Kali hocking
ABC Adult School Parent Education student Kali
Hocking shines by loving and caring for
newborns. At the age of 23 and newly married,
Kali and her husband Zach saw that there was a
huge need for foster parents and they felt they
could meet that need. So since 2011, the Hockings have opened their home and their hearts to
foster newborns. As Kali explained to ABC
Adult School Parent Ed. teacher Nancy Hom,
the children they have fostered have generally
been newborns under three months
old. Usually, the babies have had to be removed from their birth homes by the state because their parents were unable to care for
them. In addition to fostering, Kali and Zach
have added to their family with two children of
their own: Matthew (7) and Peyton (5.) The
Hockings have fostered eight different children
over the years, caring for them from as little as
one night to as long as four months. The goal is
always for the children to be reunified with their
birth parents or adopted by a family member, but in the story of Cambria, things turned
out a bit differently. Cambria came to the Hocking home in 2015 as a newborn and a
little over a year later, the Hockings were able to adopt her, officially making her one of
the family! Kali began in the Parent Ed. Program (AKA “Mommy & Me Preschool”)
in teacher Nancy Cham’s class when Matthew was 3 years old and Peyton was 18
months old. These days she attends Mrs. Hom’s two-year old class with Cambria and
the baby they are currently fostering. Since November is National Adoption Awareness Month, it is especially nice to share this Shining Star story. As Kali tells it, fostering has truly become a “Family Thing” for all of the Hockings. Being able to teach babies how to attach and give them a safe home has changed all of their lives. They see
their home as an open home and teach their children that since they have been
blessed with much it is also a blessing to be able to give to others.

ABC ADULT SCHOOL
Mengchanpisey Huor
Congratulations are in order for ABC
Adult School Cosmetology student,
Mengchanpisey Huor. Mengchanpisey,
also known as Emily, won first place
for her entry in the Fantasy Mannequin Competition at the Barristar
Beauty Forum held on October 16 at
the Glendale Civic Auditorium.
Emily has always been interested in
beauty and used to work in the industry in her home country of Cambodia.
She came to the U.S. a little over two
years ago and when the Adult School’s
Cerritos Beauty Academy opened
its doors last January, she was one of
the first students to enroll. Emily looks forward to completing the state required 1600 hours of instruction in March, passing the state board exam,
and then starting her professional career in the beauty industry here in
America. Emily says she loves all aspects of cosmetology from hair to
makeup, but she especially loves using her talents to help clients get ready
for special occasions like weddings or red carpets events. ABC Adult School
honors Shining Star Mengchanpisey Huor for making the world more beautiful every day!
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HENRY IRADJ
When it comes to shining stars, Henry Iradj
shines brightly in his upholstery class at ABC
Adult School and beyond! Henry is a 22 yearold young man with autism. Although he
sometimes has difficulty communicating and
socializing, Henry loves being around people.
After graduating from the LBUSD Adult Community Transition Program, and training in retail stores like Dollar Tree and Trader Joe’s,
Henry learned to work hard, be on time, and
have a great attitude. Still, it was difficult for
Henry to find a job. His stepmother, Dianne,
was taking Upholstery Skills classes at ABC
Adult School and trying to start a small business. She needed help and Henry needed a
job and that is when the idea was born for
Henry to become an upholsterer. Henry eagerly began studying upholstery at Adult
School in September 2014 with instructor Victor Canova and continues learning and
improving his skills with current teacher Glen Quezada. Henry’s mom, C.T., attends
class along with him. She says that Henry loves coming to school and she appreciates how the staff and students at ABC Adult School have welcomed and supported
him, making him feel fully included. Precision measuring, cutting fabric, drawing patterns, sewing, using a variety of power tools, and disassembling and recovering furniture are just some of the skills Henry is perfecting these days. He practices some of
these skills by sewing bandanas, which he has already begun selling in his very own
micro-business. His next goal is to apply all of his knowledge to creating and selling
custom sewn, sports themed, vinyl office chairs. With this goal in mind, Henry and his
family have launched their own small business: Upholstery Planet. The mission statement of Upholstery Planet is “to empower special needs individuals with the worldly
skills of design, measuring, sewing, and tool working to create and sell one-of-a-kind
upholstery and craft products.” With Henry’s hard work and his family’s love and support, they will surely make this dream come true. ABC Adult School is proud of Henry
Iradj and proud to be part of his Shining Star story!
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DEVI KARKI
Shining Star Devi Karki came to
America, “the land of opportunity,”
from his home country of Nepal. Devi
moved to the United States in 2009 in
order to better provide for his wife,
children, and parents, all who remain
back in Nepal. He began working as
a waiter at Bhimas Vegetarian Restaurant in Artesia, where a coworker
told him about ABC Adult School. Devi
registered the very next day and has
been taking ESL classes at Adult
School ever since. It is clear that Devi
appreciates the teachers he has had
over the years as he rattles off their
names: Susana; Bob; David; Mona;
Rita; Christine; Daniel; Jean and
more! He says that learning such things as idioms and tenses have
given him a basic foundation in English, but he wants to keep improving. Devi’s confidence has grown along with his knowledge, helping
him in interactions with his boss, coworkers, and customers. He especially loves to make his customers laugh and jokes that sometimes his
English is better than theirs! Devi keeps a busy schedule, taking ESL
classes every morning before he goes to work, and he hopes to eventually earn his GED as well. For Devi, ABC Adult School is: "a place
where you can grow up, meet people from different cultures, and have
fun!" For ABC Adult School, Devi Karki is a true Shining Star!

ABC ADULT SCHOOL
Cynthia Latham
Cynthia Latham shines in ABC Adult
School’s Adults With Disabilities Program
as a true leader. As a student in the Work
Skills and Functional Academics Class,
Cynthia and her fellow classmates gain the
problem solving and critical thinking skills
necessary to operate in the workplace and
other social environments. Teacher, Diane
Jhun, provides the students with stimulating physical, cognitive and relational environments in both personalized and group
settings. The class is designed specifically
for residents of the Founders House of
Hope, an independent living community
located in Artesia.
It is in this setting that Cynthia Latham has overcome obstacles in her life and developed her leadership skills. Cynthia serves as the class treasurer, keeping track of the
money raised by the group’s recycling efforts. In addition, Cynthia has helped to create a beautiful community garden, recently expanded with new, raised garden beds.
Cynthia and the other members of the Founders Gardening Club have planted bell
peppers, strawberries, peas, lettuce and even an apricot tree. As the club’s recorder,
Cynthia plans and keeps track of all the gardening tasks, making sure that the garden
is tended and watered on a regular basis. Just across the way from the community garden, there is a small memory garden, honoring the residents of the Founders House of
Hope who have passed away. One of Cynthia’s goals is to make the garden area even
more beautiful by having a mural painted on the wall nearby. Another goal is to continue her education by studying marketing and business. With her creativity, hard
work, and leadership skills, Shining Star, Cynthia Latham, is bound to achieve whatever she sets out to do.
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Jung Eun Lee
Former ABC Adult School ESL student Jung
Eun Lee is a star who shines in many different arenas. Jung Eun came to America from her
native Korea twenty-one years ago. When she
arrived in the U.S., Jung Eun attended ESL
classes at ABC Adult School. ESL teacher Jane
Quest was her teacher and remembers Jung
Eun as being very interested in all aspects of
American life and working well with others.
In Korea Jung Eun was a piano teacher and her
husband was an art teacher, but when they arrived in America, they turned to the retail business. They joined family in running a small clothing store in Long Beach, selling t
-shirts and uniforms. The timing and location were right as Long Beach schools
had just begun requiring school uniforms at all their schools. Eventually, the family grew their business, called BJ Clothes, to include nine stores. Education remained a constant throughout the years as Jung Eun continued taking a variety
of community college classes while she and her husband raised their two daughters, who both graduated from college with advanced degrees.
Jung Eun and her family began looking for a new line of business and they
struck upon the idea of opening a bakery which would specialize in Korean style
baked goods like red bean bread as well as cakes, bread, macarons, and other
treats. Jung Eun and her daughter Jane, an MBA graduate from USC, travelled
back to Korea where they worked as apprentices and learned secret recipes at a
famous Korean bakery called “Sungsimdang.” Today Jung Eun and Jane operate their new business called “The Bakery” in Buena Park while the family continues to operate three of their clothing stores. If you are in the mood for a delicious snack, stop by The Bakery at the Source Mall to visit our latest Shining
Star, the multi-talented Jung Eun Lee!
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Todd Tabon & Maggie madueno
When it comes to raising funds to support
students’ lifelong learning, ABC Adult School
Fitness instructor, Todd Tabon, and Paraeducator, Maggie Madueno, surpassed all expectations! Every year the ABC chapter of the
California Council for Adult Education (CCAE)
raises money to fund student grants, by holding a Thanksgiving Basket Opportunity Fundraiser. For just one dollar, Adult School students may buy raffle tickets for a chance to
win one of eleven Thanksgiving baskets. Each basket includes a turkey and all
the trimmings for a traditional holiday feast.
This year, Todd shared with his students
about the many ways CCAE supports Adult Education at the local
and state level, helping them to see that their dollars were well
spent (even if they didn’t win a basket!) Next, Maggie expertly
handled all the logistics of collecting the money and selling the
tickets. Finally, the students responded in a big way. Although all
of the ABC Adult School classes participated in the raffle, this year
Todd, Maggie, and the students in their classes raised the most of
any program, with over $600 going to CCAE! Way to go!
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Benjamin Munoz
A true star shines wherever it is and former ABC Adult School student Benjamin Munoz is a good example of that. Munoz recently
contacted Adult School teacher Bob Takhar to thank him for the
“teachings, tips and patience” he received while he was a student
in Takhar’s Computer Repair classes.
Although Benjamin has not yet begun his own computer repair
business, he says that the knowledge he gained at the Adult School
helped him to land his current job in manufacturing and has made
it easy for him to handle the daily IT/ computer tasks that he encounters at work. Munoz also helps others with computer problems both at work and at home. In fact, it is regarding his home
and family, that Benjamin expresses the greatest appreciation for
what he learned in ABC Adult School’s highly rated IT Technician
Program. He says that his experiences in Takhar’s classes served
to motivate his own children to attend college and become professionals. Benjamin set the example of being a lifelong learner and
now his kids have graduated from college and are finding success
as well. It is clear that wherever life takes him, Benjamin Munoz
will continue to be a shining star and share the knowledge he
gained while at ABC Adult School.
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CHARLOTTE RAY
94 year-old Adult School student,
Charlotte Ray, takes the idea of
“lifelong learning” very seriously. She
is currently taking the Brazilian Stitchery class on Wednesday mornings
with teacher Evelyn DeVries at ABC
Adult School’s Cabrillo Lane campus. She also takes classes in Buena
Park and Gardena. In fact, Charlotte
says she has taken some type of
class every year since she graduated
from high school! Charlotte has seen
and done a lot in her long life. Her
early jobs were at the shipyards and
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company. She also worked for nearly 33
years at the Department of Water and
Power. Charlotte has a love for travel which has led her from the
Great Wall of China to the Crown Jewels of Europe. These days she
stays a little closer to home, but she still drives herself to Las Vegas to
celebrate her birthday each year! Charlotte lives on her own in the
same Los Angeles home she has been in for 60 years. According to
Charlotte, longevity runs in her family, and she has no plans to give up
her active lifestyle. She likes to say: “As long as I don’t slow down,
they can’t catch me!” Thank you, Charlotte, for continuing to be a
shining star example to us all!
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MARIA VIZCARRA
Congratulations go out to Adult School’s
very own Maria Vizcarra. Maria was
chosen by the California Council for
Adult Education (CCAE) to receive the
Excellence in Support Services Award.
Vizcarra has worked at ABC Adult
School for 21 years and has been a member of CCAE for 14 years. She has
served in various roles including secretary for Academics, GED Chief Examiner, and her current position as secretary
for Community Education and Site Safety Coordinator. Maria is always suggesting new fundraising ideas and fullheartedly supports adult education, not
just as a staff member, but as a student
as well. Accordingly, she has taken classes in Decorative Painting, Excel, Ballroom Dancing and Makeup and Hair Stylist. Two years ago, Maria was diagnosed with breast cancer. After having a double mastectomy, undergoing chemotherapy, and having reconstructive surgery, she is now cancer
free! Maria comes to work everyday with a positive attitude that is contagious. She looks after the staff and students, and is affectionately referred
to as the resident “Mom.” Maria makes ABC Adult School an efficient and
fun place to work and study. The ABC family will be cheering Maria on as
she receives her award at the CCAE South Coast Section Fall Conference
Awards Luncheon on November 18 in Palm Springs.
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DAVID WILSON
The California Council for Adult Education (CCAE) has chosen ABC Adult
School teacher, David Wilson, as the
recipient of the 2017 Excellence in
Teaching Award. David will receive the
award at the CCAE South Coast Section
Fall Conference Awards Dinner set for
November 18 at the Palm Springs Hilton
Hotel. Wilson has a long history as a
dedicated and exemplary educator. After living in Paris, France for several years teaching English and improving his second language skills, he joined
the faculty of ABC Adult School in 1989.
Throughout his career, he has taught in
ESL and Academics and was instrumental in implementing online education/
distance learning for the Adult
School. David has also developed new curriculum and, most recently, he
coordinated the addition of Burlington English and Lynda.com courseware
to ABC’s online offerings. David enjoys helping students achieve their
goals and seeing them succeed. He is always willing to share his
knowledge and experience with staff and students alike. As a twenty year
member of CCAE, David is a strong supporter of Adult Education who
wholeheartedly believes in preparing students for the next step in their
lives and encouraging students to be lifelong learners. ABC Adult School
is proud to congratulate David Wilson for this well deserved honor.

